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To the Called of God, that have in any meaſure 
anſwered their Call, 


With an Exhortation to all, to be faithful 


to it, that they may get an aſſurance of char 
they are Called to, before it be too late, and there be 
no more Time, ; 

Alſo, a Caution, with a Warning, to all, notto 
look back into Foypt again, leſt they looſe their Ex. 
peQation, and their latter End be worſe than their 
Beginning, 


By one who deſi bb the Safety of all, and that none may be be 
Loft. $4 John Songhurſt. 


Be thou faithful unto Death, and thou ſhalt have a Crown ; of 


Life, which will be thy Joy and Huppyneſs, when all things 
here below will have an End. " " 
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eA'n Epiſtle of Love and render Good W il 


to the Called of God, that have in any 
meaſure anſwered their Call, &c. 


Dear Friends, 


= H E Love of God hath been large uato us, ia 

| cauſing the day to break forth, that many have 

» dcfired to ſee, and the Day-ſtar to ariſe with its 
great and glorious Brightneſs, that Morning Glory, 
which hath cauſed many to rejoyce in the Light cf it, and 


the breaking of it forth was to all that beheld it, aimeable: 
and very precious; to all that delighted init, it being a. 


Morning without Clouds, to their Souls that had been in 


Darkneſs, and under a Cloud of Error, wandring about: 
in the dark Night of Ignorance, as Sheep without a 
Shepherd, ſeeking Reft, and finding none, and ſpending; 
our Money for that which was not Bread, and our La- 

bour for that which ſatisfhed not our Immortal Souls :- 
And in this State and Condition many run to the end of- 
their own Wits, and then were ready to conclude, - there 


was wo better (iite to be attained to, and were almoſt out 
of hopes, being fruſtrated in our ExpeQations, as con- 
cerning Satisfaction to our Immortal Souls, 

And Friexds, had not the Lordtook pity on us in that 
day, many had bcen loſt forever ; but the Lord, who 
hath cauſed Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs (may we lay, 2s 


they did in Ages paſt) 44h ſhined in our Hearts, to give 
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(a) x 

ws the Light of the Knovledze of the Glory of God, in the 
face of Feſws Chriſt ; and this is as « Light to our Feet, and 
as 4 Lanthorn to 0ur Paths, as it was in days paſt, ſo it is 
now, and will never leave us in Darkneſs more, as we 
take heed toit, but will be a Righteous Guide to us at all 
times; and all former labour and ſeeking was 1a vain, 
becauſe we were ſeeking in our own wills, and according 
to our own Inventions, which-[nventions never found out 
"the Way of Life; but bleſſed be the Lord, the Light now 
ſhineth, and the way of Life is clearly ſeen, and that 
which is hid from the Wiſdom of this World, is found 
with great Joy to many Hearts, -becauſe Times of Re- 
freſhment are come from the pre{ence of the Almighty, 
and the Lord isnow planting many pleaſant Plants in the 
Paradiſe of Pleaſures, or that Garding which he takes a 
delightin ; And the Sun of Righteouſneſs now ſhineth 
amoneg(t them that were inDarkneſs.and in times paſt did 
not know him ; and the in-ſhining of this glorious Light, 
cauſeth the Plants which are of the Right Seed, to grow 
by the Water courſes, and to-bud and bloſom as a Roſe , 
and ſuch are Beautiful in the fight of the Lord, and one to 
another; being ſeaſoned with Grace, they are ſweet and 
lovely to behold, and the Lord in this Condition takes 
delight to be with us. 

Theſe things being conſidered, what the Lord hath 
done for us, we have cauſe to bleſs and praiſe his Name 
_ forever, and to have him in our remembrance for 
everimore, 

Dear Frienas, can we forget the Lords Love to our 
Souls ? or his former kindneſs, when he frft appeared 
to us, and overtook us in the Wilderneſs of great Diſtreſs, 
in that time when we. were running in our own Wills 
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MEL TY, (5) 
headlong to DeſtruCtion,as well as others,and by his out-. 


ſtretchedArm did he gather us-into his heavenly way,out 
of the many Ways and Inventions which were ſet up in 
the fallen State by the Will of man, and hath brought us 
into that place where he feeds his Flock, and cauſes them 
to reſt at Noon, that are waiting upon him ; and this are 
they brought te, that follow the Foot-ftepts of the flocks 
of his Companions,and many have fate down there under 
his Shadow with great delight; Andas we live here, his 
Fruit to us hath a pleaſant tafte, and many a hungry Soul 
there-with is come to be ſatisfied, for nothing elle would 
ever ſatisfie the Immortal Soul ſhort of that Bread which 
comes down from Heaven, of which they that eat, and 
know it their daily Bread, never hunger more, but it 
will be in them a Satisfaction, ſpringing vp unto Everlaſt> 
ing Life, | | 

O! ſure, Friends, as we live in a freſh remembrance 
of theſe things, of the Lords great Love to our Souls, 
length of Time,nor diſtance of Place,Poverty nor Riches, 
Things preſent, nor Things to come, nor any other Thing 
or Creature whatſqever, can ever be able to cauſe a for- 
getfulneſs to overtake us, or to ſeparate .us frem that 
Love which we have learned in Chriſt Jeſus. -This is 
that Love wherewith he loved us in the: beginning, 
when we our ſelves were Enemies-unto him, and fol- 
lowed us with his Righteous Judgments.ard in them all, 
did remember-.us with Mercy, when he might have 


juſtly cut us off, according to our deſerts, but he 
bore long with many of us, and paſſed by cur Tranſgreſ-. 


ſions, and {ince hath ſtood by us to this day, ctherwiſe 


we had been deſtroyed and loſt forever ; and he hath. 2 
- brought many 1nto his Banquetiog-houie, where the - 
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Feaſt of fat Things.is knewn, the Angel of his Preſence 


attending us, whichis cauſe of Joy and Rejoycing in and: 


amongſt chem that are come and coming to this ſtate and 
condition, | 
This is our Beloved, O Friends! let none forget or 


forſake him, but let us keep in fellowſhip with him, and 


dwell in aliving Remembrance of what he hath done 
for us, that we may never forget the Spring time of Re- 
freſhment, wherein the Yoice of the Turtle was and is 
heard in our Land ! and the Singing of Birds is come, and 
the (weet Flowers in Gods Garden, in the Beauty of Ho- 


lineſs are Springing,-the Son of Righteouſneſs ſhining. 


ypon them, which-cauſeth many to grow, and to be 
brought into that Image of God again, which was loſt by 
reaſon of Sinand Tranſgreſhon z upon theſe the former 


and latter Rain was and is ſhowered down, which cauſeth- 


many pleaſant Springs and Streams to run, by whichnow 


many a {ad Heart comes to be madeglad, more than when 


Corn, Wine and Oylincreaſe, O! the the Unalterable, 


the Unchangeable bleſſed. Truth ! who can- declare the 
extent and worth of it! The Tongues of Men and Angels- 


are too ſhort to declare it, and. time would. fail any fully 
to demonſtrate the Goodneſs of our Ged, as it is tendred 


and freely miniſtred untothe Sons and Daughters of men ;- 
and they that receive it in the loye of it, and continue in. 


the enjoyment of it,,it is more to them thay all outward 
things whatſoever, that may be enjoyed.or beheld in this 


Life, becauſe of the great Refreſhment of it,- which is as- 
the Oyl of Joy and Gladneſs, to the Souls of them that- 


. dwell in the delight of it, 


So, dear and tender Bahes, remember what the Lord 


hath done for you, in making you Partakers of his gone 
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—O-.. 
and glorious Bleſſings, which the World could never 
give, neither can it take them from you ; and this will * 
be your Everlaſting Joy and Happyneſs here, and when 
time ſhall be no more In this Life, and we know not how 
ſoon time in this Life will have an End ; therefore what 
cauſe have we to prize our precious Time ; for it is the 
preſent Time is our Time, we cannot to day afſure our 
telves we ſhall have another Day. 

Theſe things being confidered, let us ſet all things aſide 
that would hinder, or is like to hinder the Work of God 
from being carried on, that every one may run:the Race 
with patience, that is ſet before them, that they may 


lay down their Heads in Peace when the Body muſt be 


difſolved, and the Glory of this World will have an end, 
and whatſoever is near and dear unto thee of this World . 
muſt be parted from, Father, Mother, Brethren, Huſ- 
band, Wife and Children, Relations, Acquaintance, Lands 
and Livings; and all other thiags whatſoever; theſe 
things can ſtand us in no ſtead at all in the day of Account, 
which will ſhortly come upon all. 

O Friends ! All you that defire to have Peace and Jo 
with the Lord, when you come to lie upon your Death 
Beds, remember your latter End, and call to mind what 
you have to do beforg itbe too late, and there be no more 
time for you ; for ſome there hath been that have fallen * 
into this great Diſtreſs, that would have given the whole 
World,if it had been poſſible,to have hadPeace with God? © © 
when the hour of death hath come upon them before they 
have been aware, when death and ſorrow hath met toge= ' = 
ther, and there hath been noneto kelp. Theſe things have ©: 
Happned to ſome that have been convinced of the Truth, -* 
becauſe they have not been mindful of the Lords Work = 
when they have been called toit; and there are ſome = 
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now, that this State and Condition doth attend; there» - 


fore am I at this time in Love drawn forth towards all 
ſuch, and in pity to their Souls, that all may come home 
to their expeded Habitation with the Lord,and that none 
may miſs of their Crown of Everlafting Life. 

Friends, in much Love and tender good Will do I 
write theſe things, it being laid upon me by the Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, whom he hath been pleaſed in fome 
meaſure, to manifeſt his Mind and Will unto, and hath 
been pleaſed alſo to diſcover to me many the Wiles and 
Snares of the Enemy of mans Soul, and given me a ſenſe 


| | _ of the inward States and Conditions of many, being 


revealed to me by the God of my Life, in whom is my 
daily Joy and Rejoycing for evermore. And I do much 
deſire that all may come to, and abide in the fenſe of the 
Work of God in them, and that none may come ſhort of 
that Reſt which will endure forever, 

Conſidering theſe things, I am minded to clear my 
Conſcience of all whom this may concern, or to whoſe 
hands it may come, that I may be clear of the Blood of 
all, when I am to give up my Stewardſhip to my Eord 
and Maſter, that it maybe with Joy, and not with Grief, 

O Friends ! how deeply ought our concerns. to be for 
God in this matter of ſo great a weight, the good of our 
Souls, who hath been pleaſed in the tenders of his Love 
to ſeek us out where we were loft as well as others, and 
to bring us to be acquainted with that whichthis World 
never knew by all its Wiſdom, and hath been pleaſed 
toentruſt us with that which the Wiſdom of this World 
never was accounted worthy to know, to that end. that 
we might be Partakers of an endleſs Life with Chriſt and 
the Saints in Light forever ; And in order to bring and to 
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| (9) 
perpare us to be fitted for this Habitation, Chriſt the 
Son of God is come to fit Men and Women for it, that he 
may rule and bear {way in all, and in every Man and 
Woman, over all that is contrary to himſelf ; This 
accable true Condition being -known and lived in, 
teacheth all men, 1n what ſtate and condition ſoever they 

be, therewithal to be content, 
Now Friends, conſider how it 15 with you; Doth the 


_ the Lord rule and-bear ſway in you over all? for bleſſed 


are they whom the Lord ruletk and beareth ſway in, for 
he is come to rule over all, in all themwho are fitted for 
his Kingdom, that all that he hath made choice of may 
dwell with him, to the Praiſe of his Name for cvermore. 

So, let all try how itis with them, and ſee whether 
the Lord of Life doth rule and bear ſway in you over all, 
if ſo, then you are no more your own, but the Lord's 
that bought you, and that with a great price, it 
being no leſs than the laying down of his Life, and the 
ſhedding of his precious Blood, inorder to your Sal- 
vation. | ©; 

And you that are purchaſed with this port: and know 
your ſelves. by him redeemed,” your chiefeſt Joy will be 
with the Lord, and your delight above all things will be 
with him, and to do his will here on Earth, as it is done 
in Heaven, and in this we ſhall be happy forever; this I 
have learned by good Expericnte. 

But if there be any thing yet that beareth rule in you, 
which is not of the Lord, in ſuch the Lord's Spirir is yer 
orieved. - This dolI fee in ſome, to my daily Sorrow, 
notwithſtanding they may profeſs the Truth, yet not be- 
ing tedfaſt in the Truth; they come not to be made Free 
by it, and ſoare ill under Bandage, and [never know 
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Freedom from the $nares of the Enemy” 'And ſuch are 
often toſſed in their Minds becauſe of Diſobedience, they 
are captivated by the Enemy of their Souls, ſome being 
building up that which they once deſtroyed ; ſuch were 
complained againft indayes paſt : And notwithſtanding 
theſe things, People may make a ſhew of Religion, in a 
great outſide boaſt and flouriſh, and yet be as far from 


the Truth as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, as to live in the. 


true Life of it, and to know it as it is in Jeſus. 


Too much.of theſe things have-I ſeen in my day, to 


the great grief of my Soul and Spirit, and amongft ſome 
of them that have been long convinced of the Truth, 
which cauſes me to write theſe things. 

For I have ſeen, where the Lord thould rule, the man 


-s of Sin doth yet rule, yea, even in ſome that have in ſome 


meaſure ſeen the Wonders of the Lord in the deep, and 
in many things have taſted how good the Lord hath been 
unto their Souls, and yet are not come to follow the Lord 
fully, as honeſt Ca/eb and Feſpna did, although they have 
had long and, many Viſitations of Gods Love to their 
Souls ; the L'Wrd hath in ſome meaſure decked them with 
his Jewels, and they have taken his Jewels and decked 
themſelves, and havecndeavoured to mix that Wiſdom 
which God hath opened to them, with the Nature and 
Wiſdom (which is cerrupt) of this World ; and in this 
corrupt Wiſdom of the World do conſult how to make 
void the Croſs of Chriſt ; and here they are in that ftate 
with them which were turning back mto vE£zypt again, 
and theſe be they that are forſaking their Firſt Love. 

O let all ſuch among you, Friexds, remember the Lord 
who loved you firſt ! for he is beautiful and lovely to be- 
hold, better than Wine, ſweeter than Honey _ the 
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Honey Comb, . more precious than Gold or refined Gold, 
or thanall precious Pearls, or all the Glory of this World 
whatſoever ; and truly nothing can be compared unto 
him, for indeed he will endure when all other things 
will come to an end; the raging World cannot over- 
ome him, he will foreyer reign in Mercy and Peace, in 
them that do obey him, and in and over them that rebel 
againſt him, he will be known as a Judge and Condem- 
ner forever; after this manner is he known in the Faith- 
ful on the one hand, and in the Unfaithful on the other, 
This is he that my Soul, and the Souls of the Righteous 
delightin; O ! come taſte and ſee how good the Lord is, 
He 1s to be loved above all, becauſe He 1s over all in 
Wiſdom, Power and Strength, he is greatly to be deſi- 
red ; and the reaſon why People come not to know him, . 
as he is in this glorious manner, 1s, becaule they do not 
live and walk in the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, which life 
is out of the Reaſoning, Conſulting and ſubtil Wiſdom 
of the Fleſh, that many are glorying in, and yet profeſs 
other things, this will be their Overthrow, if they Re- 
pent not of it : This Life which is in Jeſus is alio out of 


the Glorying, Fading, Viſible Periſhing things of this 


World, ſuch are yet agrief to the Lord, and to his Peo- 
ple, and are a Diſhonour- to the Truth, "that profets it, 
and donot live the life of it, And this is becauſe Chrift 
bears not ſway within them, but they that come to live 
the life of Chritt, by him their Minds come to' be re- 
deemed out of theſe things ; and becauſe of the Inviſible 


Joy, which they have a ſight of, this brings People ro 


uſe the World as if they uſed it not, and to Marry as if 


they Marryed not. And ſo, neither Husband, Wife 


ror Children, Lands nor Livings, Poverty gor Riches 
B 2 can 
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can lift up, nor caſt down, Croſſes nor Aﬀlitons; Things 
that are ſeen, or that arenot yet ſeen, but in time may 
come to be ſcen, however it may appear, none of theſe 
things ſhall ever be able to ſeparate us from the love of 
God which we have in-Chriſt Jeſus ; and they that are 
come to this, have made choice of that which ſhall never 
be taken from them, it will forever be their Joy here, 
and their Crown and Happyneſs 1a the Life to come, 
when this life ſhall have anend, And the ſenſe of theſe 
things being lived 14, this keepeth our all viſible Things 
from rooting in their Minds, becaule they have alwayes 
that in their Minds which is of more value than all viſible 
things in this World ; this was and is that which cauſed 
many to wait upon the Lord all the dayes of their ap-- 
pointed time, 

O Friends, confider, Is it ſo with you ?: Do you wait 
upon the Lord in conſtant diligenze? Is your chicfeſt 
delight ro be with him? then will your Joy bein hea- 
venly places in Chriſt Jeſus, and your Happyneſls above - 
all this Worlds Happineſs ; and 1athis you will reign as. 
Princes in God's Kingdom, and be fixed as Stars in the 
Firmament of his Power forever. 

And this havel ſeen on the one hand excellent above 
all other things in the Upright .in Heart; and on whe. 
other hand have I ſeen very great Sorrow attending and 
coming upon them that do profeſs the Truth of our-God,. 
and do not come through Faith and Obedience to live 
and walkin it, but ſtick by the way, and are keeping that. 
alive that God is come to deſtroy, Wo unto ſuch that 
keep any thing back- which God is calling. for, or that 
are mindful of Egyprs Glory again, after they have been 
called out of it y this hath been the Ruin and Overthrow 
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of ſome that have not. been 4" in their Minds againft 
that which hath apſeared to hinder the Work of God 
in them, | | 
 Iremember a Paſſage ofthe holy Men of Gods Experi- 

ence concerning their travel towards.$:0z,how they preſ- 
ſed forwards towards «4 City whoſe Builder and Maker wt 
God, They ſpoke after this manner & ſaid,We have no con- 
tinning City here, but we are (ceking or going towards 4 City 
which hath Foundations, we. Builder and Maker is God: 
And they faid,they were preſſing towards it, which ſigni- 
fieth there were many things to preſs againſt, and Oppoſi- 
tion in the Way to Szon,and ſo there is now , and they that 
will not prels now againſt Temptations, and againſt the 
many Bz(etments & Temptations of the Enemy, which 
ſometimes comes in as a flood to try them whom the Lord 
hath called ; they that do not ſtrive againſt theſe. ſhall ne- 
come to $fovs Reſt , but they that are engaged in their. 
Minds againſt whatſoever doth appear inwardly or out- 
wardly to hinder the Work of God in them, that he 
hath begun, and ſo continue to the End of their days, 
theſe come to obtain the Crown, and tolay down their - 
Heads in Peace. So, blefled be the Name of the Lord, 
our ſafety hath been, and is, in being united to him, and ' 
in keeping our Minds ſtaid upon him; in this our Peace - 
remains, and this brings unto content of Mind, which 
15 a continual Feaft. . 

And the manner of our preſſing, and of the holy men 
of God's: preſſing forward towards $702, the City of the 
living God, it hath been alwayes a keeping our Minds 
exerciſed in the Gift of God, . This Gift of God, as our - 
Minds are joyned to it, keeps our Minds Heaven-wards, . 
and the bent of the Mind and Spirit then is, to ſerve 
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' God, and in Gods Service there are many glorious things 
to be: beheld and enjoy'd, and in meaſure come to have 2 
ſight of thoſe excellent things which are laid up in ſtore 
for the Righteous, which are far tran{cending all thiggs 
here below; and in this ſtate the Angel of Gods preſence 
doth attend all thoſe that are thus waiting and prefling 
againſt every Evil appearance, which doth or may 
ariſe in any meaſure againſt, the Truth, or that. would 
hinder thee in the way of the Lord; and ſoby keeping 
thy Miad to this Gift, the Name of the Lord comes to 
be known as a ſtrong Tower, a place of Safety from 
the Storms of the Enemy, where the Son of Righteoul- 
neſs doth ſhine upon them. Theſe be they that grow as | 
the Willows by the Water courſes, and the Joy of Hea- 
ven makes them ſing together as the Morning Stars of the | 
Lords Day, ſhouting together for Joy, becauſe he is  Þ 
come whom they have deſired to ſee, the Love of God | 
being with chem as a Comforter to their Souls ; and be- | 
ing tilled as with New Wine out of Gods Fountain, | 
which is Inviſible, this keepeth the Mind clean, and up 
to. God, from being cumbered or defiled with Viſible 
Things, being filled with that which 1s better than all 
other things,” which is Bread indeed ; and as this is fed 
upon, there is no deſire after the Chaft or Husk, 

And as People come to this, to feed of this Food, by "0 
this they grow in the Knowledge of the Lord, and 
come to ſce things Inviſible, which is hid from the 
World that lies in Wickedneſs ; And ſome in Ages paft 
that came to this Condition counted all things but as 
Dung and Droſs here below, in compariſon of the ex- 

. cellency of the Glory of God, which they were made 
Qarers of in Chrift Jeſus, - A 
| | n 
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| And this made them endure whaiſoever was laid 
= upon them for the Tryal of their Faith, $0»'s Glory . 
| being alwayes in their Minds and before their Eyes, the 
T ' Morning Light ſhining more and more unto the Periett 
( D:y. He being with them that quenched the 
| Violence of Fire, ftopped the Mouthes of Lyons , 
and with them for whom he made Waters ſtand _ * 
| on Walls on cach ſide, and rained Manna from Hear; » 


ven, and Quails that covered the Ground ; Theſe things 
did he doin Dayes paſt for them, and ſtretched forth his + © 

hand unto them all the Day long, but many of them 
| Rebelled agaiaſt him, which was the cauſe of their 
| Overthrow in the Wilderneſs. This 1s he that binds 
Kings in Chains, and Nobles in Fetters of Iron, Hs 
that hath all Power in Heaven and in Earth in his Hand, 
"* and all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge are 
] hid in him; this is our Beloved! who can declare 

| the largeneſs of his Goodneſs? Time would fail to do ir, 
and the Tongues of Men and Angels would be too ſhort 
to demonſtrate what God is doing and will do for them 
| that love and fear him, that he finds waiting upon him : 

O Friends, this is he that is for us, therefore, who ean 
be againſt us? for all Nations before him are but as the 
Drop of a Bucket, or as the ſma!leſt Duft of the Bal- 
lance; O! who is it but that would be faithful to him, 
conſidering how good he hath been to us ; He hath laid 
j __ down his Life for us,as a Ranſom to redeem us out of the 
Bondage of Corruption forever : Upon his own Good 
Terms hath he promiſed Salvation, That whoſoever 
will believe on hiny, and wait upon him, ſhall not Pe- 
Tiſh, but have Everlafting Life. O Friends, let us go 
chearfully on, that we may all come to TIER 
IC Wl 
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Crown of Life, ' that none may faint by the Way, nor 
fit down ſhort of that Reſt; for the King of Saints is 
our Captain, and the Keeper of 1ſ-ae/ is amongſt us, as a 
True and Righteous Guide ; Therefore let none look 
back into Ezypt again z remember Zo's Wife, for they 
that looked back again,after their faces were turned Siow- 
ward, they met with many Opportunities to invite 


they came; for when the Eye is turned back again to 
behold the Glory of this World, and beginnzto be in- 
:clining towards it, then the {ight of thoſe Glorious 
Things comes to be loft, which are only ſeen when the 
Eye is towards the Lord ; ſo loofing ſight of that 
which is Eternal, come again to have a Delight in that 
which is Temporal; and lo returneth with the Dog to 
his Vomit , and licked up that again which was 
loathſome, and was once caſt out, and ſuch come to be 
compared to the Sow that was Waſhed, and is wallow- 
ing in the Mire again ; which State and Condition is 
very bad indeed ! it is hard to utter the Sorrow and De- 
-prorable Condition that they have plunged themſelves 
into! for the Lord ſaith, He hath no pleaſure in them that 
ſet their Hand to the Plough, axd lock back, For they 
that know, and do not live anſwerable to what they 
know, they are worthy of great Puniſhment, and do 
incur upon themſelves the Lords' great Diſpleaſure 
For he ax ſhe that know their Maſters Will, and doit 
Rot. are worthy to be beaten with many Stripes. 
For 'tis not he or ſhe that ſometimes look forward, 
and other times look backwards is accepted of God, 
but they that alwayes look forward in all caſes, to ſee 


what will make moſt for the Honour of God's Tio, 
| an 


them to return again into the Country from whence 
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and the Proſperity of it, if it be never ſo much the de- 


nial of Self, and to the Croffing of the Creatures Will, 
yer let it be, for upon no other Terms is Salvation pro- 
miſed, but upon Terms of Self denyal, and a taking 
up of the Croſs to the Will of Man, in ſmall things as 
well as great ; for they that are not faithful ina little, 
ſhall never enjoy much ; and he that offendeth in ons 
point .is guilty of the Lords Diſpleaſurez and if the 
Righteous ſcarce be ſaved, where then ſhall the Ungodly 
and Sinngz- appear ? For he that will be Righteous, ler - 
him be Aptucous ſtill, as its written, and true to the 

Lord in all things whatſoever he requires, and he re- 
quires no more of any but that which he enables them 
to do, as they are faithful and true to him; and this is 
that which is acceptable to God, to be True and Righ- 
teous in all things, that Chrift may preſent them blame- 
leſs before his Father which is in Heaven, that a Crown 
of Everlaſting Life may be'their Portionz This is that 
which the Lord will bring all them to, that are Faithful 
to him, ſuch are come toenjoy Peace, which is as the 
Streams of broad Rivers to their Souls, which are $hi/oes 
Streams, which make glad the whole City of God : 
This is that which keeps People in a freſh remembrance 
evermore of that which is good and wholſome for their 
Souls, their Minds and Hearts being in that which is 
Unchangeable ; Here no carnal Thing can change 
them, becauſe they are filled with that which is Spi- 
ritual and Inviſible, this is that which keeps them in 
perfe& Peace ; And as we live in this, we are Happy 
forever, but out of it there is ns Happyneſs-nor Al- 
ſurance to be attained to for our Souls, notwithſtanding 
our Profeffion, for 'tis one thing to be in the hs 
and 
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and another thing to be in the PoſfeGion of that which 
is Profeſſed ; For Friends, 'tis not enough to know the 
Truth, except we live 1n it; for there were and are 
many that Enew the Truth, that did not live in it, as 
they ought to do, whoſe Condemnation was and will be 
the greater; for it had been better for ſome of them 
they had never been born, or that a Mill-ſtone had been 
hanged about their Necks, and they caſt into the Sea, 


-"thento offend the Lord, as ſome did after they knew the 
Truth. 


Therefore conſider theſe things, and fee whether or 
no you are clear in the ſight of God, ſuppoſing this were 
the laſt Hour of your Life, and you were now to be 
called hence to give your Account to the Lord, and 
never to be (een more in this World; O! ſearch and ſee 
whilſt the Light ſhineth, and before the Day be ſpent, 
and the Night come upon thee again, wherein none can 
work: for God ; For I have ſeen that many things 
which were once wroughtout of ſome, have been ready 
to enter them again, who have not diligently kept to 
their Watch, who for « time have had a Life and a 
Delight in the Truth, in ſome meaſure. Theſe things 
have come upon ſome, becauſe of their Qofaithfulneſls, 
in letting their Aﬀe&tions go out from God into Viſible 
and Periſhing Things, whereby they have been 
cumbered, and their Minds ſet more upon the Things of 

this World,than upon the Things of God,and to ſome be- * 
cauſe the Riches of this world hath flowed in upon them. 
Although it be an Earthly Blefling -of God to cauſe an 
Increaſe of outward Riches, it may be to try People, to 
ſes what good they will do with them, bur letting their 
Minds intothem more than is fitting, this becomes a 
| Snare 
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Snare to many. And others, becauſe of Poverty and 
Decreaſe of outward Riches, are ready to Murmer, not 
Eying him alone that gives and takes away, which the. 
Lord ſees good ſometimes to ſuffer to come upon People, 
to try them, as he did upon Feb, and many others that 
wandered about 1n Sheep-skins and Goat-skins, berg 
F- wp Tormented and Aﬀicted, whom this World was not  * 
worthy; as having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing ales 3 
things, 1n as much as they were Poſſeſſors of that which 4 
will endure when all things here b2low will have an end ; : 
and thus they came to witneſs receiving manifold in this 
Life,zs is mentioned in the Scriptures. S9, they locking 
more at the Recompence of the Reward in Heaven from 
the Lord, which they were following and going to-_ 
wards, A City, whoſe Bullder and Maker i God, Eying 
«1 - more that Everlaſting Beeing with the Lord, than the 
preſent Suffterings in. this Life, which they underwent 
| for the Lords ſake; in this they were preferv<d, having 
| ' ſtill an Eye to the Mark before them. 
| So, in all Conditions, they that ſeek firſt God's 
Kingdom, and the Righteouſneſs thereof (which Righ- 
tzoulnels, ſome that are convinced of the Truth are 
not come into) and dwell therein, cape to witneſs all 
things given to them by the Lord, tNat are recdful, . 
and alſo come to know that Promiſe fulfilled, which is, 
That ak things ſhall work together for the good of them that 
| Lowe and Fear God, So, 1n all ſtraits they that mind the 
: Lord, that feedeth his Flock with Food convenient, 
and that feedeth the Ravens, .and taketh Care for Spar- 
rows, and cloatheth the Graſs of the Field, they will 
not be neglected by him; yea, and in all their -Ex- 
_erciſes they ſee his Hand of Providencs to be opened to 
Mem. C2 And 
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And Friends, this 1s my Belief, The Lord will take 
care for them that fear and wait upon him, that they 
ſhall want no good thing that is convenient for them 
though Tryals and Exerciſes may*come, as in all Apes 
they did, this is good many times for ſome, and in all 
Agcs was;for ſome would never come clear to walk in the q. 
Truth, (though they have been convinced of it) until i 
ſharp Tryals have come upon them ; therefore David {1 
"ſaid, Jt was good for bimthat he ws Afflitted, for before 
he was Aﬀiited he went aftray ; but now (ſaid he) 1have 
learned to keep thy Precepts; therefore all things work | 


together for the good of them that truly fear and love 
God : and I ſee it will never be well with ſomeRVantil 
ſome great Affliction come upon them , for ſome there. 
are, that nothing elſe will do, as to the bringing of 
them to a real Conſideration of their Latter End; and . , 
it will be well with many when all aredriven to their ; 
own, then will People come to remember their Fathers .& 
Houſe, when the Husk will fatisfie no longer, and many | 
Faces will be turned Sioz* wards, and the Lord will be 
followed fully, as by Caleb and Foſhus, then Rightzouf- 
neſs will run downas a mighty. Stream, and Juſtice and 
Equity will embrace each other, and the ſweet Melody 
of the Lords Voict will be delighted in. 

" And though the outward man may Periſh, yet the 
inward man ſhall be renewed Day by Day: I People 
would but truft the Lord, they ſhould want no good ; 
Thing in this Life {not in that-to come) that-is neceſſary | 


_ — w 


for them. | | 
O Friends ! I ſee a Time coming-and haſtning apace, | 

wherein all ſhall be Tryed; therefore 'tis good for all 1 

who 'Enow. the Lord, diligently. to wait upon him, leſt ly 


they 
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the Night come upon you, in which none can follow the. 


Lord ; for they wall be bleſſed that have got Oyl 1a their 
Lamps, and their Lamps biirning, that with the Lighr 


' thereof can ſee to walk; but Wo be to them then that have - 


not Oyl in their Lamps, they. will not have ſtrength then 
to ſtand before the Lord. in that great Day of Account, 


which haſtens apace, wherein all muſt give an Account 


of the Improvement of their Talents; therefore be not 
crreleſs in this thing, for ſome by reaſon of a Careleſs 
Negligent Spirit, after they. have been convinced of the 
Truth, have trifled away their precious Time, and 


.never come to know the preciouſgeſs of the Truth as it 


is in Jeſus, and they that ſerve the Lord-negligently 
their Reward will be Sorrow in the End. 

Many Young People the Lord hath been pleaſed: to: 
viſit in their Tender Years, for their Souls ſake, becauſe 
they ſhould remember their Creator in the Dayes of. 
t1cir Youth, before tt be too late, and the Evil day come 
upon them, and there be no more Time nor Mercy for 
them; but ſome there be who have not anſwered the. 
Lord's Love, in. the Day of his Tender Viſitation to 
their Souls, but have let their Minds after other Lovers.,. 
and have- ſpent and paſſed away their Time in this 
World, more than hath been convenient, in ſeeking: 
after thoſe things which will fade and come to an 
End, not-minding firft God's Kingdom, and the Righ 
teouſneſs thereof, but have firſt ſought to pleaſe them- 
ſelves, and have ſpent their Dayes in Lightneſs ard' 
Airyneſs of Mind, thinkiag they have been Young 
enough, and might have Time.cnough to Repeat here-- 


2fter. 


Young People, haye a care of that Mind, forthat is. 
oy 
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2 Perſwaſton of the Enemy, that would put that in 
your Minds, to paſs Time away until there be nor more 
Time; for when God's Spirithath ceaſed firiving, times 
of Refreſhment and Mercy will be at an end, and no 
more Time of Repentance will be found, but Sorrow 
* forever will come upon you. Although thou art Young, 

. Vet how doſt thou kaow whether thou ſhalt ſee another 
Day? for God takes away the middle Aged and Young 
as well as Old ; and thou knoweſt not how ſoon 
the Lord may take thee away ; therefore have a care 
what thou doſt , Can it be -too ſoon to ſerve the Lord, 
who laid down his Life for us all, and ſuffered for the 


_ Sins of the whole World, that all they that will come 


to him by Repentance and Newnelſs of Life, might be 
ſaved ? . Therefore conſider, it cannot be too ſoon to 
get aſſurance for your Souls, for Death cometh at un- 
certain times upon Young as well as Old; - therefore 
let your Minds be ftaid upon God, that you may get 
aſlurance, and be kept in perfect Peace, for there is no 
true Peace, but tothem whoſe delight is 1n the Lord ; 
but they that ſet their Minds upon Father, Mother, Huſ- 
band, Wife, Children, Lands or Livings, Gold or Silver, 
or any other thing, more than upon the Lord, they are 
none of his; for Chriſt ſaith, He that will net forſake all 
for him, is not worthy of bim. And Friends, have a care 
| ofa vain light Mind, in ufing vain Words and fooliſh 

 * Teſting, for this corrupteth Youth, and is a ſhame to old 
Age; end havea care of running into any thing which 
will bring adiſhonour upon the Truth for they that keep 
to the Lords leading, although they are counted Fools 
by the World, yet in the Lords Way they fhall never Err 


nor go aſtray, but ſhall epjoy the Joy of Joys, and that 
| Comtort 
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Comfort which will never ; end. And Young 
People, have a care of drawing one anothers AﬀeRions 
out, under a pretence of Marriage, before the Lord lead 
or make way for you, for the Enemy hath had a great ad- 
vantage in that thing, in drawing fome before their Lea- 
der, and beyond what the Lord alloweth of, 

And fo, Friends, let us return forever unto the Lord 
Everlaſting Praiſes and Hallelujahs, for he is worthy 
for evermoTe. SL | 


| T hzs from your Friend and Brother in the Truth of our God, who am 


4 Traveller both in Body and Spirit for the good of all, deſiring that 
we may all come to the heavenly Reft, and forever dwelt with God, 
when we are called hence, never to be ſeen of this World axy more. 


In that which keeps ou#r Afinds Heaven-wards, dear Friends, al dwci 
 #ndremain forever. Sointhat Farewe!. 


Coney- Hurſt in Sufſex,d 
6 John Songhurſt, 


the 20th of the 20 
Maneth, 1679. 


THE END. 


